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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Sir: 

Your petitioner, Alcoa Inc., having its principal office at Pittsburgh, in the 
County of Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, represents that, having reviewed an 
Assignment recorded at Reel 9849, Frames 0963-0968, in the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office on March 18, 1999, it certifies that to the best of its knowledge and 
belief it is the assignee of the entire right, title and interest in and to the subject matter of 
U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/208,963 and any continuation thereof, including the 
continuation application filed concurrently herewith. 

Your petitioner, Alcoa Inc., hereby disclaims the terminal part of any patent 
granted on the continuation application filed concurrently herewith which would extend 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being Express 
Mailed (EL740322731US) to the Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on February 7, 2002. 




Julie W. Meder, Reg. No. 36216 
Da/e of Signature: February 7, 2002 
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beyond the expiration date of any patent issuing on U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
^09/208,963, and hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the continuation application 
filed concurrently herewith shall be enforceable only for and during such period that the 
legal title to any patent issuing on U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/208,963 shall be 
the same as the legal title to the patent issuing from the continuation application filed 
concurrently herewith, this agreement to run with any patent granted on the continuation 
application filed concurrently herewith and to be binding upon the grantee, its successors 
or assigns. 

U Your petitioner, Alcoa Inc., does not disclaim any terminal part of any 

H;;j), 

r| patent granted on the continuation application filed concurrently herewith prior to 

p expiration of the statutory term for any patent issuing on U.S. Patent Application Serial 

1% No. 09/208,963 in the event that any patent issuing on U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

m 09/208,963 expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee, is held unenforceable, is found 

Q invalid is statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1 .321(a), 

Q has all claims cancelled by a reexamination certificate, or is otherwise terminated prior to 

*,i 

rl the expiration of its statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer, 

<*» •) 'i 

except for the separation of legal title stated above. 

Respectfully submitted, 

■nil 
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Julie W. Meder 

torney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 36216 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re application of ) 
John Liu et al ) 
Serial No. (not yet received) ) 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

For the purposes of examination of the application submitted herewith, 
Applicants provide the following remarks. 

REMARKS 

The present application is a continuation of U.S. Application No. 
09/208,963 filed December 10, 1998. The specification includes reference to that parent 
application. A copy of the Declaration for Patent Application submitted in the parent 
application is included herewith. The text of the present application has been updated 
from the parent application to correct typographical errors on pages 3-4 of the parent case 
and include the same text from U.S. Patent No. 5,213,639 (which is incorporated by 
reference) that was added by Amendment to the parent case, namely, the language from 
the '639 patent at col. 7, line 68; col. 8, lines 1-14; col. 9, lines 17-26 and 40-68; col. 10, 
lines 1-61, col. 11, lines 3-27, 47-49 and 55-68, col. 12, lines 1-27 and 38-46; and col. 13, 
lines 15-24. No new matter has been introduced to the present application. 
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Claims 1-40 of the present application parallel allowed claims 1-40 in the 
parent case. However, the preambles of independent claims 1 and 2 recite an "aluminum 
product alloy". Based on a suggestion by the Examiners in the October 26, 2001 

Interview in the parent case, the claims in the parent case were amended to recite a 
product type (i.e., plate) for the alloy to render it clear that the superior properties claimed 
are found in a final product. Likewise, the present claims are drafted to require that the 
alloy be in a final product form. Support therefor can be found at least in paragraphs 11, 
15, and 17 and throughout the specification in reference to structural components and 
aerospace products such as wings. 

The patentable features of claims 1-40 parallel the features of the allowed 
claims in the parent case, in particular, a product alloy not containing Zr which is directly 
counter to the prior conventional wisdom to include Zr in such products, yet which 
provides improvements in the physical properties of the product. Claims 1-40 of the 
present application define over the prior art of record in the parent case for the same 
reasons that claims 1-40 of the parent case are patentable. An Information Disclosure 
Statement listing the references cited in the parent case accompanies this 
Communication. 

Finally, recognizing the similarity between the present claims and those of 
the parent case, Applicants submit herewith a Terminal Disclaimer for the present 
application. 

In view of the foregoing and the accompanying Information Disclosure 
Statement and Terminal Disclaimer, claims 1-40 are believed to be in condition for 
allowance. Favorable action thereon is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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